Captain Kelly K. Denning
Commander
Sector New Orleans

Captain Denning assumed Command in April of 2022 after having
, previously served as Deputy Commander of Sector New Orleans

| from June 2000 — April 2022. She directs all Coast Guard missions
in an area of responsibility that includes the Louisiana Gulf Coast
and the Mississippi River System from Baton Rouge to the Gulf of
Mexico out to the U.S. Outer Continental Shelf. It is among the
largest, busiest and most complex coastal and port areas in the
United States.

In her capacity as Sector Commander, Captain Denning serves as
Captain of the Port, Officer in Charge of Marine Inspection, Federal
Maritime Security Coordinator, Search and Rescue Mission
Coordinator, and Federal On-Scene Coordinator. Her previous
operational tours include serving at Sector New Orleans as
Response Department Head from 2015-2017 and Enforcement
Division Chief from 2013-2015 where she managed Search and Rescue, Pollution Response and Law
Enforcement operations. From 2005-2007, she served as the Operations Officer onboard the 270' USCGC
NORTHLAND homeported in Portsmouth, VA. Her first patrol was to the Gulf of Mexico assisting with
the relief efforts following the devastating effects of both Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Rita. She also
worked for the U.S. Navy Sixth Fleet nation building and training in Africa, through the Mediterranean
and into the Black Sea. From 2000-2002, she was Commanding Officer of the 87' USCGC STINGRAY
homeported in Mobile, AL and was also a Deck Watch Officer onboard the 210' USCGC CONFIDENCE
homeported out of Cape Canaveral, FL from 1998-2000. Captain Denning took advantage of the two year
temporary separation program from 2008-2010, during which time she served in the Coast Guard
Reserves at both the Sector Virginia and Sector Puget Sound Command Centers.

Captain Denning's staff assignments include serving as the First District Deputy Enforcement Chief from
2019-2020 and the First District Deputy Incident Management Chief from 2017-2018 in Boston, MA
where she managed search and rescue and pollution response activities as well as fisheries enforcement
throughout the Northeast. From 2010-2013, she served as the Thirteenth District Operational Planner in
Seattle, WA where she planned several full scale exercises with both the U.S. and Canadian Navy. From
2007-2008, she was the Assistant Search and Rescue School Chief in Yorktown, VA. Captain Denning
also served as a Command Duty Officer in the Eighth Coast Guard District Command Center in New
Orleans, LA from 2002-2005.

Captain Denning moved regularly while growing up as her father served in the U.S. Army. Considering
she has now lived in New Orleans for more years than anywhere else, she now calls the "Crescent City"
home. She is a 1998 graduate of the Coast Guard Academy and holds a Master of Science Degree in
Emergency and Disaster Management from Touro University International. Additionally, she is a
Certified Emergency Manager (CEM) by the International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM),
a Certified Maritime Port Executive (MPE) by the International Association of Maritime and Port
Executives and also holds a 100 ton Master Merchant Mariner license with towing endorsement.



