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46 CFR 142.215 (Subchapter M) discusses approved equipment including portable fire 
extinguishers.  It specifies the extinguishers must be approved by CG-ENG and that the current 
listing may be found at https://cgmix.uscg.mil/equipment. 

46 CFR 162.028-3(c) (Subchapter Q) specifies that portable fire extinguishers must be tested and 
listed for marine use by a recognized laboratory and comply with the appropriate UL (Underwriters 
Laboratory) standards.  In paragraph (c) the requirement is identified: 

�Every portable fire extinguisher must be supplied with a suitable bracket which will 
hold the extinguisher securely in its stowage location on vessels or boats, and which is 
arranged to provide quick and positive release of the extinguisher for immediate use. 
During vibration testing, the extinguisher must be tested in the marine bracket.� 

NFPA, Chapter 4, lays out the standards for portable fire extinguishers including that the 
extinguisher is to be listed and labeled with appropriate ANSI/UL standards (see 4.1.1 and 4.1.2).  
Chapter 6.1.3 provides standards for placement of fire extinguishers.  In 6.1.3.4 the following 
standard is identified: 

�Portable fire extinguishers other than wheeled extinguishers shall be installed using 
any of the following means: 
(1) Securely on a hanger intended for the extinguisher
(2) In a bracket incorporating releasing straps or bans supplied by the extinguisher

manufacturer
(3) In a listed bracket incorporating releasing straps or bands approved for such

purpose
(4) In approved cabinets or wall recesses�

Then in 6.1.3.6 it is specified that �Fire extinguishers in vehicles or under other conditions where they 
are subject to dislodgement shall be installed in approved strap-type brackets specifically designed for 
this application.� 

 believes the language in Subchapter Q and NFPA 10 indicate portable fire extinguishers in use 
on vessels are to be mounted with the bracket listed on the extinguisher.  Our key focus is NFPA 10, 
paragraph 6.1.3.4.3 and 6.1.3.6 which incorporates the Q-spec requirement that vibration testing be 
performed in the marine bracket. 

Based upon the above,  is not supportive of your appeal.  We recognize your appeal point that 
the subject vessel received a Certificate of Inspection (COI) and that Coast Guard Marine Inspectors 
have been onboard to review the vessel.  We are unable to respond on behalf of the Coast Guard as  
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to their opinion on this matter.  However, we did reach out to CG-ENG for guidance and their 
response was that extinguishers are to be installed with the bracket listed on the extinguisher label. 

At this point,  is maintaining the finding on the associated external vessel audit.  We 
understand and are supportive if you would like to appeal our decision.  For an appeal to Coast 
Guard�s Eighth District, please reference 46 CFR 136.180 and 46 CFR 1.03-55(b).  Additionally, the 
Coast Guad�s Towing Vessel National Center of Expertise has published a document that you may 
find helpful.  The Roadmap to Successful Submissions: Exemptions, Appeals & Equivalencies is 
available on their website, or we will provide it if you need. 

Lastly, you mentioned in your appeal the possibility of gaining an alternate arrangement as 
discussed in §142.210.  We are uncertain if the OCMI has authority to issue an alternate 
arrangement for fire extinguisher brackets but would recommend starting conversation with them 
if you so choose. 

Should you have any questions or require additional information, please feel free to contact me at 






